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AGRICULTURAL SFORTCOMINGS

Livestock Indugiry: Central and _ocal transmitters -onti-ue vo higkiight the
insufficient attention given *he iivestock industry, the shortage of skilied
mechanics, administrative inefficiency and the unenilustiastic approack to field
work. As spring sowing gets underway in *he southern and ceniral areas of the
country, the farmers are teing urged toward achievemen-<s, *coward "laying the
foundation for a bumper crop.' However, related field operations such ags the
construction and repalr of iivestock premises; fodder proaurement, eitc. should not
be neglected.

A report from Tambov on 14 April gays that an Oblast Party Commi%%ee investigation
into the livestock industry showed "a considerable drep in the number of livestock,"
ow productivity of cettle and "a gemeral nonfulfillmenit of “he pian. Sufficient
fodder nhad not been stockpiled last vear, and the shortage i1z slready being fels.
Despite unceasing pressure, much of livestock i3 £rili kep% 1n :nadaquate guarters
wniek "lack indispensable faciiltiest for proper mamntenaunte. Listad a8 "lagging far
behind the plan" are at least 10 rayors where local ~eaders rhave relegated stock
breeding 4o a secondary role, neglected the upkeep of pas+tures and fatlied to
maintain the sanitary standamds for watering places, which “are rvos ~vergrown with
shrubs and turning intc bogs.®

In 1ts review of the liveastock si%uation, PRAVDA {17 April) says that immediate
and drastic measures will have to be taken if *he s.ow rayons and oblasts are to
cateh up. Furthermore, the cattle-raising industry of some oblasts has actually
deteriorated:

In the collective farms of Vologda, Kostroma and Xurgan
CPYRGHT oblasts conalderable losgses of grown &nd young stock were
sustalned in the first three months of this year. The
situation 1s also unsatiefa~tory...4in Bashkir ASSK, Orel.
Tyumen and certain other oblas*s.

Russian text:

¥ kolkhozakh Vologodsikoy, Kossromsicy, Kurganskoy oblsstey
CPYRGHT Za pervie tri meeyatsa eiogo goda dopushchen znachi<teiniy
otkhod vzroslogo pogolovye skota i meclodnyaka. Neudov.
letvorditelno obstoit delo %akzhe...v Bashkirskoy ASSR,
Orlovekoy Tymemskoy 2 nekotsrykh drugikh coblastey.

Sodder production i1s still inadequate "in several oblagts, krais and reputlics®
~#iere netural pagtures cennot yfeld anywhere near the necessary supp.ias without
"eavanced egrotechnicel measures...and a concerted effort.

4 lack of regard for regulations governing the stockdreeding and ciher Sranches of
acriculture 1s noted by RADYANSKA DONETSCHINA (18 April) as one of the major sources
o0 trouble in the oblast. Agricultural experta are not given responaidility aso
~ney might "exert a beneficial influence" on farm production. "Thoughtless”

kolkhoz chairmen and MUS directors Prefex their omwn obgclete methods of farming.

The Starotaryanskaya MIS, for example, has even demonstirated indifferense to
scientific ad~ice: "the agronomist for fodder procurement has necn made & ssation
dispatcher.” Elgewhere, 1Zttle has been done to improve the care for satile, and
*his reflected by "low productivity and decreasing milk yilelds."

BENZRNAYA PRAVDA (21 April) aedmits the " Justnesa" (epravedlivost) of PRAVDA's
“viticiem of the Kostroma Oblast iiveatock industry. It 12 true, says the paper,

- et greal cattle losses and other "serious and impernissible shortoominga" have

een allowed to ocour, and certain rayons appear little perturbed by their faillinga.
Amcng them are Manturovskiy, Orekhovskiy, Buy, Kadiyskiy, Mezhevekiy and Ivanovakly
rayuns. The decision of the Moldavian Party Centrail Committes on surrent agricultural
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operations, quoted by Kishinev on 21 April, noles .nspec -f1ed "rzrious mistakes and
shortcomings"” in Republican agriculture, clearly reslec~ing official disappointment
with the progress in the field. The Moldavian Communist Party, it states, "has
decided to put into effect" the decisions of the 19th Par+y Congress to increase
agricultural crops, raise the number of communal cattie and gi—e more attention to
stockbreeding. Local Party and agricultural officials aTe urgea to introduce
tadvanced agricultural technology" wherever possible.

Machipe-Tractor Statiops: Regional broadcasts continue +o stress that tracter
breekdowns occur far too frequently and that improper use of available equipment
is responaible for the failure of MIS to meet their "collective agreements”
(kollektivnie dogovora--which applies exclusively to contrgete bet.e. 1 MIS and
coliective farms). KIROVOGRADSKA PRAVDA points out editorially on 15 April that
the fulfillment of collective agreements usually "surpasses all time limits set
down by the law" because they are not taken too seriousiy. FHowever, it implies
that the MI'S' desire to abide by the agreements is often frusirated dy the lack
¢? equipment in good working order and +he shortage of qualified persornmel to
operate it. Citing cases of contract viola%tion by "otk parties, the paper points
to the MTS as the major offender since failure o maintain the required amount of
operating equipmeni defeats the agreement in advance.

They do not manifest the neceasary care for the kighly
CPYRGHT productive utilization of powerful technolegy. do not
eliminate the technical deficiencies of the machines
in time, thus wasting veluable *ime and threatening whe
harvest ye:ild.

Several hundrad new tractors and combines have been received in 81alino Oblast

in the first two yeara of the current {ive-ygar pian, dul thia has not boen
followed by a corresponding improvement in performance, according to
SOTSTALISTICHEZKIY DONBAS of 15 April. This 1s because “many hundreds of tractior-
shifts are wmasted." In Dobropelekiy and Konstantinovskiy rayons the organization
of tractor maintenance and repair work i@ so poor that 71t takes days to mend
minor broskdgwne® whieh should be fixed 1n ons or tac hours. ZNAMYA KOMMINTZMA
says that the planting of late crops, already overdus :n scme southern rayons.

niz (ar from completed’ due to serious shortcomings ir the performance of MIS
servicing those rayens. The struggle for a bumper chop, 1t 18 aaserted; ig now
hindered more than ever before by the "idlenese end lowm preductivity of tractors,®
and the outlook appears still grimmer in view of the fact that "oven the sosing cf
early crops” has not been campleted in a number of rayons.

L XKozlov report from Minsk carried by PRAVDA on 22 April (not brosdcast) reveals
that although thousends of new tractors and other agricultural machines nad heen
received by the Relorusaian MIS before spring sowing begen, not all of them were
brought out to the flelds. It may be sald "without exaggeration" (dez
preuvelichenia) that even the so-cnlled leading MIS and collective farms of the
Republic are not making the beat possible vee of iheir tachniocal facilities:

Even now more than 1,000 <ractore are laid up at ihe
CPYRGHT MI'S compounds awaiting repaira. Some of the machines
stopped working in the f{elda as a result of defective
winter repairs.

Russeian text:

Fo sey den boleye 1,000 traktorev stolt na usadbakh
CPYRGHT MTS, ozhideya remonta. Chast mashin ostanovilas v
polo, skazaloa plokhoye kachestvo zimnego reponta.
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Mogilev, Vitebsk and Minsk oblasts are mentioned as <ritical areas where most
collective farms, waiting for warm, sunny days to beg:n spring sowing, have
already missed the "most favo.ablet time for that werk  Socialist competition

in the fields is virtually non-existent, according to Kozlov, and those ostensibdbly
engaging in it are actually only "putting up a front.» Pinsk has been competing
against Brest Oblast for the highest atteinment in flax-pizntirg, but while Pinsek
has already completed 20 percent of the plen, Brest keeps up the slow pace which is
reflected in ite plan-performance indexn of 2.4 percent.

Tadjik Cotton Production: A report from Stalinabad broalcast on 15 April quotes a
re~ent decree of the Tadjikistan Council of Ministers noting "great difficulties”
connected with cotton raising this year. The decree reveals that cotton pianting
last year was "held up by exceptionally unfavorable conditions® and tha’ “urgent
measures® must be taken to get the planting done on *time this year. The Republican
Ministry of Agriculture, Soviet officialg, and “every kolkhoz, =ovkhoz and MISH

are exhorted to help obte“n a better 2otton crop this year by tompleting the
planting "not later than 25 April.-

A KOMMUNIST TADJIKISTANA editorial dbroadcast on 135 April makes the unusual announce-
ment thet "there are still too few enlarged kolkhozes: =n the Repubiic. Previous
references to this theme gave the impression that the merger of the small kolkhozes
intc larger units has in general heen completed. The paper criticizes the
"inadmigsible views" of certain Republican agricultural authorities whc are still
oblivious of the fact that single-crop farming is frosned upon by the authorities.
Cotton-raising alone ghould not be used as & substiiute for multiorop farming in
Tadjikistan, where "prevailing conditions offer great possibilities” for the
development of ‘all brenches of agrisuiture.

Azerbai jan Cotton Production: A decree isaued by the Azerbaijan Council of Mintaters
(23 April) in oomnectjon with 1953 cotton-raising end deliverics, contalns he
implicit admission that last year'£ failures are heyord ropeir and had best be
forgoktens

CPYRGHT The erop debts which Repubiican collective farms inc.ored
under the 1952 contracts ares aritten off in order to help
<he kolkhozes.

Prompt cotton deliveries are 4o e rowerded with larger supplies of consumer goudd .
and the Azerbaljan Union (Azerittifak) has been Lnstracted "to allecate goods for
those making cotton deliverims." On the other hands the rlessepned quotes" et for
the newly copened irrigated lends and ihe fodder-growing axeas "are to be abulished.n
There is no indigation of the size of the 1952 nfarm debt® or of the presont norms
ag prosumbly cutlined in the decrec.

Migaellansong: Indifference to new labor-sgaving devices on the part of agricultural
adminfstratora, including the USSR Ministry of Agriculture, 1a discussed Zn.an
artiale Dy Shibakov published in IZVESTIA on 15 Aprii. Krasnodar Krai alone, he says,
row hae about 25,000 "rationalizers and inventora (rateionelizatory s 1@obretatell) ,
but their inventiona are often shelved by those whose shouid popularize them.
Flagrant diaregard for technical innovetions and improvements 18 oited in the caae of
5 new self-propelled winnowing and sorting machine (veyalka-soitirovka) whioh can be
operated by a crew of five people inatoad of 40 as before, and capable of 1NCTERSINE
the cutput of sorted grain several times. So far none of the authorities. from the
sayon o the All-Union Ministry level, has showmm much interest 1n 4t. Nor ia thie
the nnly case, since "many machinea whioh merit the widest distribution atill remain
< single production semples." (Mnogie mashiny, dostoynie anmego shirokogo raspro-
stranenia, imeyutaya poka v edinstvennom okzemplyara.)
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A new combine attachment for gethering castor-oil plante, constructed by t¥o stakha-
novites at a cost of about 700 rubles, 1s reporied iu have reduced production costs,

compared to manual work, by 20 times. However. the kra: agricultiural department

and the USSR Mirnistry of Agriculture did not appear impressed even though the machine
had already been "sufficilently tested at work" {dostatockno proverena na pralktike).

Other agricultural shortcomings admitted by regional transmitiers during the period
under review are:

.ast year the oblast as a whole failed to gathe."' *he prescribed harvest

Sl W - . JIIAVA L:U.AW'
ar—bmt pl an* sng extremely unsatis- CPYRGHT

17 Aprii-{Fieid work is not being carried out everyshere »1in the required energy CPYRGHT

and 1ntengd 1y and Kolpdyanskiy rayons Axe sowing
perennial grasses at an impermissibly low tempo (ORTOVSKAYA PRAVDA editcrial);

CPYRGHT

22 April-{
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égi?grsgfion fa lities e:nd grain 8 1oa 8 unsa 1sf»acto v | (KRYMSKAYA PRAVDA CPYRGHT
IDECLOGY
Soviet Lezality zakonnost) and the friendship of vecpies are among the ma jor themes

exploited in press and radie nen-economic propaganda. There 13 more frequent emphasis
n the QOovernment, as Aistinguished from the Party, in terms of power and author:ity
than heretofore. The law of the lend, as defined by the Cong..itution, 16 stressed as
something immutable, to be respected and obeyed hy «varyone regardless of rank or
position. Prominence is given the "inviolability of +he person® (neprikosnovertost
lichnosti). There can be no legnlistic equivecatior <n that peoint. according wo

an uneigned KOMMUNIST article (€ Aoril) referring to the arrested security offi~fals
involved in the "doctors! plot." The Soviet State has already demonsirated its
attitude to corrupt officials who "dared meke a mockery of the inviolabie rights

of Sovm? citizens..." (posmeli nadrugetsya nad neprikosnovennymi pravami sovetskikh
grazhdan) .

Hegional comment on the people’a constituticnel righte has followed the line
indicated by the 6 April PRAVDA editorial, reprinted by all central newopapers, on
the £4nel dispogition of the doctors! case. Increased attention to *re ~Itizens!
protection under the law is reflected elao in May Day slogen number 2/, which apeaka
of rights "guaranteed by the Constitution" and "aacredly safeguarded” by the:
government .

The £zisnaeblin-Qf~-peopieid topic 1s often discusased in contexis of law and unity and
against the geaokground of the May Day slogans. RADYANSKA UKRAINA (16 and 24 ApTil)
giresses the familiar line that the salvaetion and happiness of the Soviet nationalities
liass in their unity. The value of this unity to the Ukrainian people i1a shown by the
"glgantle atridea" made by thelr Repudlic in industIry, egriculture, literature and art,
4.1 an the unificatlon of "all their lands" (ues avol geml<i) in a aingle Ukrainian
Soviet (24 April). LITERATURNAYA GAZETA (25 Apr.i) auotes Lenin to the effect that
the USSR hasm always been "a voluntary union of nations" (dobrovolny soyus nataiy)

#ed on matual confidence and the realizetion of fraternal unity. The paper pointe
tu the unprecedented cultural achlievements of the non-Russian nationelities under the
Union by ¢iting the increase in the number o. bhookes published aince 191i3.
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Coilectave vs One-Man Leadership. A lengithy Slepov ar=icie 1n FRAVDA (16 April) says
that collectivism, meaning Farty committees or contfevences, 1&g the "nighes* principle
cf Farty leadership" (vysshiy printsip partiynogo rukovodstva). Thatv theor;. says
the author, was first expounded by Stalin who said 1n 2931 that the Central Tommittee
of the Communist Party, the "supreme tribunal" (areor: o7 the organization,
represented irue collective leadership. The experien of individuai Party ieaders,
no matter how broad, "will never replace the initiative and experience of the entire
collective.”

Tnrs type of leadership, which is in keeping with *he precepts of intre-Party
demncracy, Slepov implies, 1s being vioclated on & large scale. Some Party secre-

23 have ia fact gone so far as to ignore the opimicns of otbher committee

«r5 ant held Party conferences with only a Tew =7 The members participating.
ring to the potential abuse of power involved 1rn strocng individual leadership,
sV hints that intinadation of committee members is ~0T unkn~»n sitbin the Party.
12re arae cages when the "improper hehaviort of ivmid: . ,dual leadevys 1z overlooked by
*he Jommittee members, who are reluctant <o “spoll r2lations' CLsnortit otnoshenia)
wish “hem. Such members apparently find 1% peal! 0 'radap wkemselves?
irodlazhivatsya) to the leader’s opirnion and o ay ditio 10 everything he says®
“tovdvsrivayut emu vo vsem).  The most rigid adhersnce 1o the principle of ®ohlective
izadership in the Party, Siepov concludes, "is a guarantee 2f rorrect leadership®
{vavlvaetsya zalogom pravilnogo rukovodstval, and :: the only way *he Party can rid
iT2el? of high~handed bureaucrats, on the one hand, and the "“unbearatbie atmosphere
ot toadyrsm¥ (nesterpimaya obstanovka ugodnichestva:, -n the other.

cvancv's discussion of the recent reorganizaton =7 ke Ministries and State
sezdersnip in genmeral, as outlined in his PRAVDA ar-.-l» on 26 April, @3 not
adershio The ministries have
Leen expanded and their leaders vested witu broad=r posers, he says, so tha* they
way adopt and implement decisions unhempered Ly “arv:if:icial barriers.® The nee
ninigsters will also be in a pesition to "implement more elastic planning® osu-—
thestvlyat boleye gibkoye planirovanie! 2n wa:ch respect they apparently have
20 hamstrung in the past. rlentralized” or "one-man leadership"' {edinonachalie!
according to Ivancv, what an efficient Sta‘e apparatus tTequires {The autr.mr
makes ne reference to "collectivism' or coliesiive derisieme ~n basisc 195ues sl
sre repeatedly emrhasized in Slepov's discuzsizn ©f Ferty ieadershipi. The
irfferent lipes pursued by these authors in the trea*m=nt of the Party and Governrent
ieadersnip themes are exemplified in the following quoatarions

Slerov_on Party leadershap, 16 April Tvarov_9n Tovernment leaderskip, 26 Aprzl
tneividual decisaons are always or The periection of the state apparatu: and
“Imost always one-sided decisions. the Droadening »f the ministers? powers
Ferce the most important requirement signity a farther strengthening cof centra-
iw thaw decisions...represent the lized autkority, an enhancenent of the
cateome of collective creativeness. leader s role.

‘roanolichnie reghenia vsegda 111 (Sovershenzivovanie gosudaretvennogo
oehti veepda byvayut otnobolimi apparata, Tasshirenie prav minigtrov
reghenzome.  Otsyuda vazhneysheye oznachayer dalneysheye ukreplenie
trabovonie, chtoby reshenia. . .byl: edinonathalia, povyshenie roll ukovod-
 tedon kollektivnogo tvorchestva) itelva:

CPYRGHT CPYRGHT
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